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T HE doubtful position w hich this procedure holds as a means 
of relief in the class of cases referred to in the title, must 
be sufficient apology for placing it on record. The inten¬ 
tion of the operator was to make a gastro-enterostomy, but the 
conditions found when the section was made precluding such 
anastomosis, it was deemed best to establish an opening as near 
the origin of the small intestine as possible. Had not the indica¬ 
tions for speedy conclusion been supreme it would have been 
better to have made an end to side anastomosis by attaching the 
proximal end of the divided gut into an opening made in the side 
of the distal end, two or three inches from its cut extremity, in 
that way appropriating and securing the passage of the hepatic 
and pancreatic secretions into the alimentary canal below. If 
that had been done it might, for a time, have averted the ten¬ 
dency to death by rapidly progressive starvation. The patient 
was extremely emaciated before, but after the operation the 
changes in wastage were visible from day to day. 

Notes of Cask isy Du. R. S. Adams. 

Ignatius Kabainski, aged thirty-two years, naturalized German, 
single, baker, two years in United States, family history negative, 
always enjoyed good health until about six months ago, when he 
began to suffer from vomiting, which gradually increased until at the 
present time he rejects everything he takes. lie first noticed a tumor 
in the pit of his stomach three months ago, and since then has lost 
forty pounds in weight. 

Physical Examination .—-Patient is poorly nourished, very much 
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emaciated, anremic and cachectic. Lungs: percussion note high 
pitched ; heart sounds feeble, liver somewhat enlarged. Between the 
umbilicus and the ensiform cartilage can be felt a large, hard, nodular 
mass, slightly mobile and insensitive to any but deep pressure. 
Stomach not dilated ; vomits everything he takes. Specimens of 
ejecta examined by Dr. Thacher, the pathologist, contained no free 
hydrochloric acid. Urine, specific gravity 1021, alkaline, contains 
leucocytes and pus, neither albuminous casts nor glucose. 

Peptonized food was prescribed after lavage, and a gastro¬ 
enterostomy was advised and accepted by the patient. 

Operation .—November 11, 1892. Chloroform narcosis; the 
usual antiseptic precautions; the stomach was well irrigated with weak 
solution carbolic acid, vertical section four inches, median line, 
between ensiform cartilage and umbilicus, supplemented by a trans¬ 
verse one from lower end of first. Several enlarged glands were 
found in anterior ligament of liver. The whole stomach was found 
converted into a hard mass reaching from the (esophageal to the 
pyloric extremity. Any radical measure being out of the question, 
and the impossibility of an anastomosis being demonstrated, it was con¬ 
sidered best to fix the jejunum in the wound. The transverse colon 
was drawn upward, omentum pushed to the left and kept out of the 
way with aseptic hot pads. The jejunum was then brought through 
the opening in the abdominal vails. Its lumen was closed at two 
points four or six inches from its origin by temporary clamps. It was 
divided transversely and the cut ends were secured in the middle of 
the vertical incision in the abdominal wall. The parietal wound 
above and below this was then approximated, and the patient was 
removed from the table. 

For the first few days after the operation he was sustained by 
rectal alimentation, fresh beef blood, sarco-peptones and egg-albumen, 
but his rapidly-progressing emaciation demanded something more, 
and he was fed through the opening in the gut peptonized food, with 
the addition of pancreatin and ox-gall. Only small quantities could 
be retained. They were frequently repeated, but in spite of all he 
literally melted away and died fourteen days after the operation. 
Every effort was made to obtain an autopsy, but the interference of 
his friends prevailed, and it could not be had. 
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